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India Literacy Board is a renowned Institution of international repute supporting literracy and education. It was founded by a renowned educationist
& social worker of USA Dr. Welthy Honsinger Fisher (18734980) under the inspiration of Mahatma Gandhi as Literacy House on 13 February, 1953 at
Naini, Prayagraj . Later in 1956, at the invitation of the then Goveror of Uttar Pradesh Mr. KM. Munshi, she established “India Literacy Board” in the
present campus at Lucknow. The main objective of this organization is to eliminate illiteracy and enlighten the society with the light of knowledge.
Dr. Fisher's motto “It is better to light a candle than to curse the darkness” developed as a beacon of literacy in India. The following four concepts are
the main pillars for establishment of India Literacy Board (Literacy House)

1. Functional Literacy 2. Food Production 3. Family Life Education 4. Fear Removal
The (ayout and design of this campus, spread over approx. 20 acres, was prepared by the renowned British architect Laurie Baker as an environment-friendly
literacy village. Training of workers related to literacy and adult education, production and publication of teaching & leaming materials for illiterate and
neo-iterates, skill development programs, population and family Lfe education are the major significant contributions made by India (iteracy Board.
Many high profile dignitaries, educationists and industrialists of India have been the founding members of this prestigious institution. Many eminent
dignitaries have visited this campus and appreciated its work. Dr. Fisher was honoured with many national and intemational awards for her outstanding
& exemplary works in the field of literacy, including Ramon Magsaysay Award (1964), Jawahal Lal Nehru Award (1968) and UNESCO Award
(1970, 1978, 1983 & 1988). Separate descriptive panels at each important building in the campus have been provided in the following order -
I Administrative Building & Kabir Theatre 2- Mess & Hostel 3- House of Prayer 4- Welthy Fisher House Museum 5 School of Wntmg
6- State Resource Centre 7- Central Library 8- Literacy Museum.




PR

Literacy
Museum

OpaA0

et

Elirn-hi.-'-l

Ufd WA, YRd WeR @ g W fffd w® wigew werar 4
WRIRE 90 YPR &1 YW Td A WEed &, oM e @t aeie e 9
AW B TN T T N IR I D AT ORI @ seyfe e @
Ml QW R | A A 5 W § g A9 A Afed S gow
T Jfae, FARERTE W WiifeT @ gom ik @1 yiflyr few o g1 iR
dqiF 4 WEe @ v § T ARt AEgEl @ S dae @ MM ¥ WM
@l Wl 7| WMERe W eRiee Wewd ok 4 = eeavel @ dnm it
WHSHl @ Wl WERdl @ 99 JeRfa fiar T @ SR aa Yokt | = @ fog Ao
T4 Y ARl T} WERd & G AR B I B T 7| T W
aaTe @ WerRfad &1 1@ Afia o § o fi <eifaeet wiewl 4 wga e 2

This museum, built with the assistance of the Ministry of Culture,
Government of India is the first and innovative museum of its kind
related to literacy, in which the continuous journey of literacy from
ancient times to the present time has been shown through various
traditional and modern technologies. In this three-storey museum,
provision has been made for a total of seven galleries along with high-class
toilet facilities, snack bar and souvenir shop etc. In the Orientation Gallery,
complete information about the museum is provided to the visitors through
modern technologies. In the Community and Functional Literacy Gallery, the
impact of literacy among different communities during different periods has
been displayed. In the Children’s Gallery, modern dimensions of literacy have
been presented through interesting and accessible interactive mediums for
children. This museum is an innovative dimension of the tourism horizon of
Lucknow which is very popular among the domestic and foreign tourists.
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This Central Library Building was established by Dr. Welthy Fisher in the year
1970. The speciality of this library is its huge hall built in duplex design, on the
ground floor of which there is a collection of about 50,000 books on various
subjects and on the first floor there is a reading space for the readers. On the
first floor, pictures related to the life of Dr. Welthy Fisher, the founder of this
institution, awards, her hand written memoirs and a 30 paise postage stamp
issued in her memory by the Government of India in the year 1980 are also
available. In this building, big glasses have been used instead of walls
for adequate-lighting. This library is very popular among researchers,
NGOs and social workers working in the field of adult and non-formal
education and social service.
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In the year 1959, operation of “Panchayati Raj Training Center’ was started
in this building, in which training was provided to Gram Pradhans and members
of Panchayats and Block Development Committees. Later, in 1965, a program of
literacy and adult education for workers in factories and mills was started. The
Government of India launched the Adult Education Program at the national
level on October 2, 1978 and recognized this institution as “State Resource
Center, Uttar Pradesh”. It also has two well-equipped auditoriums for training.
35 types of training manuals and other training materials were prepared by the
State Resource Center. Similarly, 240 types of reading books were prepared for
illiterates and neo-literates of diffrent language areas and 37 research and evaluation
work was done on various subjects. Here, training programs were conducted for
thousands of adult education workers from a total number of 9 countries including India.
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This building was also constructed along with other buildings in the campus of Literacy
House. There is @ meeting hall named Tagore Hall in the front, on both sides of which
a fotal of 12 rooms have been made in a round shape. For the promotion of Literacy,
writers are invited by this institution for the work of creation and editing of reading
materials etc, who stay in these rooms and hold discussions in Tagore Hall Writers’
workshop is also organized in this building, in which training programs are conducted
for budding writers of all genres related to writing . Here, a total of 450 types of books
for neo-literates were prepared on various subjects and 781 new writers were produced.
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This residence of the founder of Literacy House was also constructed in the year 1956
along with other buildings of India Literacy Board as per the architectural design of
Laurie Baker. This residence has a living room, bedroom, kitchen and dining room and
in addition to the verandah, there is a courtyard located at the back. Provision has
also been made for small latticed openings at the bottom of the walls for air
circulation in the rooms. All the items used by Dr. welthy Fisher in the residence,
such as her sofa, bed, wardrobe, dressing table, dining table, utensils and other
materials, have been preserved and displayed in the same condition as before.
These things make us understand how much simplicity and sacrifice was there in
the lifestyle of the great “Mother of Letters™ Welthy Fisher, who left America and
came here at the age of 72, Many great persolities have visited this building
including the then Prime Minister of Inidia & the Canadian Ambassador etc.




According to Indian Vaastu Shastra, an octagonal prayer hall was designed
by Laurie Baker in the central part of the Literacy House Campus, which
has four doors in four directions. The foundation stone of this building was
laid in the year 1959 by the then Vice President of India, Dr. Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan.
In this, glass windows and wooden windows have been used for natural light and air
from all sides. Its floor has been made like a staircase using wood, on which prayers
are done while sitting. A small fountain has been installed in its middle, which helps
in meditation. Its outer part has attractive greenery all around and a circular small
reservoir has also been built here, in which many fishes aftract all the visitors.
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Built on the architecture of Laurie Baker, this building has arrangements
for accommodation for about 125 people and a dining hall for their
refreshments and food etc. In this, separate arrangements are
available for male and female inmates. India Literacy Board
organizes training programs of various duration throughout the
year for vocational training, disaster management, and national
service etc. Both male and female participants of these programs
stay in this hostel and mess building. Many great personalities of
India have blessed and made the institution proud by having
food in its mess.
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The foundation stone of this building was laid on October 29, 1956 by Dr, Radhakamal
Mukherjee, Vice Chancellor of Lucknow University. Its architecture and planning was
designed by world-renowned architect Laurie Baker as per the imaginations of Dr. welthy
Fisher, Inside this building, details related to the ideals, activities and biography of the
founder of India Literacy Board have been displayed on the walls of the entrance hall
The office of the Director and Secretary, India Literacy Board is situated in this building.
Kabir Theater with a capacity of 200 persons is located adjacent to this building in
which many national and international level programs are organized throughout the
year. These programs are often attended by many constitutional functionaries and
diginitaries of Govt. of Goverment of India & Govt. of U.P. It is interesting to note that
when it was built, the concept of open air theatre was not so common in India.




